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Selous Scouts: Top Secret War

This book is a very good look at a remarkable approach to conducting counter-insurgency

operations. While in some ways specific to the particular place and time of Rhodesia in the 1970s,

anyone with a professional or personal interest in how military COIN operations and strategies

should give this book a look, if you can bear the cost of finding it used.Besides being a fascinating

read, it is also very much a page-turner sort of good read. The one critique I might offer is that a

reader would benefit from a good understanding of the political situation in Rhodesia, Mozambique,

and elsewhere in southern Africa at the time, though this is certainly not an absolute requisite, and

the details a reader may not understand are not central to the narrative of the Selous Scouts'

operations and exploits.

Great book and great service. Many thanks.

Got the Authors signature in mine...So I need another that I can read.

Great book and insight into the Selous Scouts



This book should be a mandatory read for Non-commissioned officers and Officers serving in

special mission units or special operations the world over. In the counter-insurgency / low-intensity

conflict arena there are many valuable lessons to be learned from this text, and for the armchair

historian or casual reader the story is still gripping enough to keep you enthralled to the last page.

Basically this is story of the birth and death of one of the most feared insurgency units of the time,

as told by the founder of this outstanding unit; Ron Reid-Daly. It covers the units training, selection,

operations, and personalities of the unit with the war being the tool that propels the story and

evolution of the unit. One of the most remarkable aspects of Selous Scouts was their employment of

pseudo-terrorist techniques, which were used to melt into know terrorist cells, to either eliminate the

terrorist themselves or direct other assets to the known cells to be neutralized. While conducting

these type operations the Selous Scouts maintained the cover of being a combat tracking

(mantracking) unit, as to keep their true purpose under wraps from the rest of the Rhodesian

Security Forces. I would also like to point out they were truly all trained trackers and maintained this

capability to superb levels of proficiency. This book has been re-release as "Pamwe Chete - The

Legend of the Selous Scouts" by Reid-Daly and is a completely revamped version of "SELOUS

SCOUTS - Top Secret War" (original title). If you have read the original edition you will enjoy this

one much better. Many areas in the book have been rewritten and their are many additions and

details added to the text. Many of the names of individual have been added into this text, originally

kept exempt for security and safety reasons in this version. Also there are many new photographs

added and the Illustrations are a lot crisper. One of the biggest treats in the new edition is the added

appendix covering; roll of honor, wing nominal roll, awards and citations. This version truly opens

the door to this once `Top Secret" organization of combat trackers turned pseudo-terrorist specialist.

Bottom line BOTH versions are GREAT reads!
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